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UH SBDC OPENS OFFICE IN KATY

The Katy Area Chamber of
Commerce held a ribbon cut-
ting ceremony for the new
Small Business Development
Center in Katy, TX on May 21,
2008.

Located in the new Katy Com-
merce Center, this is the Uni-
versity of Houston’s third
SBDC location in Fort Bend
County. The first location in
Missouri City opened eight
years ago and earlier this year

IN THE NEWS

a second location opened in
Rosenberg.

The Katy Commerce Center
owners, Earl & Jean Stout
were clients of the Fort Bend

SBDC, who needed assistance

in securing a Small Business
Administration 504 program

loan to finance the build-out of

the center. The SBDC is one
of the Stout’s first clients in
this state of the art building.

Katy Area
alutes....UH SBDC of

The Fort Bend SBDC staff: (pictured in front row L-R)
Consultant Marco Ruiz, Director Joe Decker, & Con-
sultant Jesus Gomez with local community supporters

2008 SUBCONTRACTORS OF THE YEAR

The 2008 Subcontractor of
the Year Winners were rec-
ognized during the Quarterly
Prime Contractors Roundta-
ble on June 10 at the United
Space Alliance office. Val-
erie Coleman, the SBA Pro-
curement Center/Commercial
Market Representative led the
meeting and award presenta-
tion.

The 2008 Houston District
Subcontractor of the Year
winners are:

Bobbie Jessie of JES Tech
(also the Regional Winner),
James Brennan of AAUSA
Electrical Supply, Sheryl
Greiner of Compsol Inc.,

Sherisa McClellan of Regent
Sales, Inc., Mark McMillan
of ErgoGenesis, Robert Gon-
zales of RAG Printing, Juuhi
Ahuja of OM Consulting,
Inc., Rey de la Reza of Rey
de la Reza Architects, Inc.,
and Neva Brown of Precise
Industries, Inc.

(L-R) Sherisa McClellan , Keith Sabin & Bobbie Jessie,
Sheryl Greiner, James Brennan, Robert Gonzales, Mark
McMilan

HDO STAFF MARKETS SBA PROGRAMS

Marketing Coordinator Cleveland Baker (L-R) NWBC Deputy Director of Commu-

mans SBA booth at Houston Black Expo nications & Outreach for Emily Reynolds,

2008 State Representative District 134 Ellen
Cohen, SBA Program Assistant Angeline
Miller, & Regional Director ACCION
Texas Shirley Brooks at National Women’s
Business Council Town hall Meeting in
Houston.

(L-R) HDO District Director Manuel Gonzalez with
Atilla Uzer, Consul General of Turkey Houston and
Ali Kemal Civelek, President of Texas Turkey
Chamber of Commerce. DD Gonzalez was the key-
note speaker at the Texas Turkey Chamber of Com-
merce Dinner Program.
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SUCCESS STORY:

David & Susan Christian

David Christian always dreamt
of starting his own business and
in 1995, he turned that dream
into reality with the opening of
Lexington Motor Company, a
high end used car dealership.
Being surrounded by a wealth
of family entrepreneurs gave
him a sense that he could do it
too. While operating the used
car dealership, David purchased
an adjacent lot and added a
small retail boat line. In 2003,
David launched the boat line
and discovered that the boat
sales were very lucrative.

By 2004, David found himself
having to decide whether to
keep the cars or the boats.
David saw a brighter future
with the boats and ceased sell-
ing used cars. He quickly out-
grew this location and found a
property large enough to ac-
commodate growth potential in
an area that has a presence.
David purchased an old seafood
restaurant in a prime area near
the Woodlands and retrofitted it
for a boat dealership under the
name LMC Marine Center. A

LMC MARINE CENTER

504-program loan from the Small
Business Administration (SBA)
helped finance the project. It of-
fered the right rate, term, and cash
injection he needed. “The SBA
allowed us to acquire the facility
that we probably wouldn’t have
been able to without their help.
This new facility has blessed us in
a lot of ways we never expected”,
said David.

Since their grand opening in Janu-
ary 07, the high traffic area of
145 and the already established
retail boat market enabled them to
grow by 60%. Also notable was
the fact that LMC Marine Center
was recognized as the number one
Triton brand boat dealer in the
world. “I received the award, but
everyone here earned it”, said
David. “It was such a huge ac-
complishment coming from some-
thing as small as we were; with-
out SBA’s help we never would
have been able to accomplish
that,” adds wife Susan Christian.
David genuinely cares about his
staff of 21 employees and pro-
vides them with more than just a
great place to work, but a place
that provides a career. With an
increase in sales, he was able to
provide full health benefits, a
401K plan, and sick and vacation
time. No wonder, he has such a
low turnover in staff. “I have a
lot of people working for me and
it’s a little overwhelming, but at
the same time, it’s very reward-
ing”, said David.

Houston District Office

With such a huge presence in Hous-
ton and on the internet, it’s not un-
common for LMC to ship their prod-
ucts throughout the country. Al-
though their focus is not interna-
tional, they’ve had business from
other countries including Mexico,
Norway, & Greece. This larger facil-
ity has enabled them to offer custom-
ers better prices and the high quality
of work has attracted many new and
repeat customers. LMC Marine Cen-
ter offers everything from Ato Z in
the boating industry including, pur-
chasing, servicing, rebuilding, cus-
tomization, and trading.

Being an entrepreneur has its chal-
lenges and David suggest following
your heart and dreams, be willing to
take a risk, accept responsibility, and
have a good business plan. It’s also
important to prepare for any obsta-
cles or situations and be able to save
to sustain slow periods. With this
mindset, David applied and was ap-
proved for his second SBA expansion
loan. With a business in the boating
industry, it’s no surprise that David is
an avid angler. He fishes on a pro-
fessional circuit in various trout and
redfish tournaments, including the
Red Fish Cup under team LMC,
which they have placed in the top
five. “His passion for fishing has lent
him great credibility with his custom-
ers,” says Susan. LMC Marine Cen-
ter is located at 14904 North Frwy.,
Houston, TX 77090.

Ten Most Active Lenders (As of May 31, 2008)

Bank N Gross Loan
=ant mame Approvals $ | Volume
JP Morgan Chase $16,178,400 240
Innovative Bank (Oakland, CA) $3,525,000 215

$20,226,000 75
$5,783,900 71
$1,848,300 58
$9,037,800 47
32,100,000 41
$1,198,100 33
$7,320,200 31

$22,249,200 28

Wells Fargo Bank

Compass Bank

Bank of America

First Bank (Creve Couer, MO)
Houston-Galveston CDC
Washington Mutual Bank

Amegy Bank

CIT Small Business Lending Corp.




